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EMS Advocacy

Summary of NEMSMA Position Statements 
10-1-10 to 12-31-2011
In addition to the many meetings, webinars, and phone calls the NEMSMA board and members have participated in over the last year to advocate for EMS issues, the following list outlines formal positions taken by the NEMSMA Board of Directors since our last report:
10-8-2010
FY2011 SAFECOM Guidance for Emergency Communications Grants – Support 

“NEMSMA does want to ensure that all EMS agencies are eligible to receive monies from these grants…  NEMSMA also appreciates the fact the grant guidance includes both UASI and non-UASI regions.”

10-13-2010
Standard Guide for Emergency Preparedness of Private Sector - Owned Public Assembly Venues WK205366

“NEMSMA recommends the Standard Guide document fully utilizes ICS so the transition from private sector events to emergency operations is seamless when necessary.  NEMSMA also recommends organizers of planned events in public venues train in ICS principles.”
11-1-2010
Proposed Guidance on Anthrax Response – Provided suggestions for mass care and mass prophylaxis

11-10-2011
Response to Proposed NFPA 1917 Standard – provided many suggestions

12-15-2010
HR 6528 – Field EMS Bill – Support

“On behalf of our 1,500 EMS supervisor, manager, chief and executive members, the National EMS Management Association is pleased to endorse HR 6528. Because EMS agencies provide healthcare services in both the public health and public safety sectors, EMS is often a legislative after-thought in all three environments. HR 6528 is the first comprehensive bill to be introduced in a very long time that touches all the components of an effective EMS system. We commend EMS caucus co-chair Congressman Walz and Congresswoman Myrick for their leadership in improving the healthcare system’s own safety net. When passed, HR 6528 will shore up the infrastructure for, and stabilize the operations of, fragile EMS agencies that respond to the medical needs of every citizen and visitor on every square inch of America.”

4-15-2011
Letter to FICEMS ref Federal Lead EMS Agency

4-29-2011
NFPA 1917 – Joint request letter from NEMSMA, NASEMSO, NAEMT, and AAA

“Request to immediately go back into revision of the document (draft standards) after it is published in 2012, so that data from NIOSH testing can be reviewed and included, moving toward a document that sets the basis for patient and provider safety in all phases of ambulance transportation.”

6-6-2011
Medicare Shared Savings Program:  Accountable Care Organizations – Letter of Support to DHHS for the AAA Position paper
“…Urges CMS to ensure that access to ambulance services are not threatened by any changes proposed in the ACO Proposed Rule”

8-11-2011
Position on Counterfeiting and Piracy of Medical Equipment and Supplies - Support

Proposed legislation such as the ‘‘Preventing Real Online Threats to Economic Creativity and Theft of Intellectual Property Act of 2011’’ or the ‘‘PROTECT IP Act of 2011’’ will help keep our communities safe from potential faulty equipment and supplies and maintain the standards established within the United States.

8-16-2011
Position on National Quality Forum’s Establishing a Measurement Framework for Regionalized Emergency Care Systems Using an Episodes of Care Approach - Support
Made recommendations and suggestions in the development of performance measures for the following areas as defined in the draft document:  Episodes of Care, Evidence-based medicine and patient-oriented outcomes, IOM’s Quality domains (Comments on “timely” and “safety”), Data and linkage across setting of care, Financial Measures, and EMS System and Component Measures
10-21-2011
National Cooperative Highway Research Program 17-51Framework – reviewed document and provided several comments

11-21-2011
Position on Field EMS Bill H.R. 3144 – Support
… We are pleased that the bill takes steps to further integrate and elevate EMS leadership and coordination at the federal level while also recognizing the key role of local communities, regions and states in the delivery of high quality EMS care.  …As leaders in the EMS community, we cannot allow minor disagreements and internal division on the particulars of this legislation to distract us from the historic opportunities it presents.  

11-2011 Emergency Medic Transition Act of 2011(H.R. 2853) – Support

Joint letter of support with NAEMT to encourage states to provide alternate pathways (“bridge programs”) to help military veterans with EMS training cross over to the civilian world.
12-8-2011
Endorsement of the 2011 Guidelines for the Field Triage of Injured Patients
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